247 KIDS
SERVED

last quarter!

SPRING 2021

Bloomin’ Boutique
is a non-profit organization dedicated to giving a hand up
by providing new clothing, shoes, bedding and personal
care items to underprivileged children, empowering them
to become confident, constructive members of their communities.

Welcome to our newsletter. We value this opportunity to share stories with our community of supporters.
Wondrous hearts help those struggling with today’s
challenges... and bring the holidays home

Individuals Making a Difference
Friends, family and associates influence our
decisions. A simple news story, a comment from a
pastor, being raised by giving parents – at some
point in our lives, something clicks and we decide
it is our time to give back.

Even with COVID-19 restrictions on large gatherings, our
donors and volunteers found creative ways to bring
people together to meet the needs of nearly 250 children
this past quarter. Not only was Bloomin’ Boutique able to
provide everyday necessities, but each and every child
received a gift for the holiday. A book, a toy, a game...
something extra for them to feel the spirit of the season.

But what can I do? A small number of individuals
are bound for greatness and can impact the world,
but most of us can, and do, choose to leave our
mark in our local communities by finding creative
ways to put our skills to use.

In this newsletter, you will meet some very special people
who organized clothing, toy and book drives.
1200 pairs of socks!
100 backpacks!

Our volunteers come from all walks of life and
have a myriad of skills. From those who have a
passion for sewing to those who crunch numbers,
those that have great handwriting and verse to
those that push paperwork, those that relate
directly with children to those that organize
events, no one volunteer is any more important
than another – they are all needed and appreciated
to the fullest.

25 sets of pajamas!

$1500 worth of toys!

These drives, along with clothing donations in general,
keep our shelves stocked with ninety percent of what is
needed to fulfill requests. However, there is always something we must shop for and clothing drives enable
Bloomin’ Boutique to use donated funds to “fill in the
gaps” with larger sizes, shoes and special need items.
If you would like to organize a clothing drive at
your church, school, workplace or business, please contact
Patti (503.320.0789, Patti.Serres@BloominBoutique.org).
You can find a calendar on the Bloomin’ Boutique website
to help decide which items are most needed throughout
the year.

As individuals, we can do good things, but
collectively, our willingness to act can make a
major impact providing a hand up to children in
need. My heartfelt thanks goes out to you.
When we choose to give back, others will follow.

Patti Serres

Even the smallest things can influence kids in a positive
way. Having NEW clothes gives them pride in their attire
and boosts self-confidence. Won’t you extend a hand?

Patti Serres
Bloomin’ Boutique, Founder and Executive Director
503.320.0789 • Patti.Serres@BloominBoutique.org
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Oct-Nov-Dec 2020
IN-KIND DONATIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $58,646
CLOTHING DISTRIBUTED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $86,450
VOLUNTEER HOURS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1314
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The partnership between Bloomin’ Boutique and
Embassy Suites by Hilton Portland Washington Square
is something special that each organization holds in
high regard. For several years, the team at Embassy
Suites has been given the opportunity to provide a
memorable experience for a local family in their
community. Each holiday season, Bloomin’ Boutique
introduces a family to the hotel team that is deserving
of a staycation. By getting to know the family a little bit
better, the hotel team creates a magical experience by
treating the family to a suite, decorated with a tree,
stockings, presents included! The stay often includes
a heartfelt meal prepared by the culinary team, a swim
in the pool and a cooked to order breakfast in the
morning.

More often than not, a family’s wish is to have time
together. By creating a welcoming, safe environment,
the hotel team takes absolute pride in making that wish
come true. Each department takes joy in adopting one
of the family members and shopping based off of their
wish list. Regardless of how busy the hotel team is,
every team member is excited to be a part of the
experience. This past year was no different.
2020 obviously brought a lot of challenges, but this did
not stop either Bloomin’ Boutique or the hotel from
providing a local family the opportunity to have a magical holiday experience. Working within the parameters,
and ensuring safety, the hotel team got to work to
provide a family what they hoped to be a reprieve from
the struggles that life (and life during a global
pandemic) can provide. Instead of a meal in the
restaurant, the hotel family provided a family style
meal delivered to the suite, a space to watch movies,
play games and just enjoy time with one another.
“It’s always our hope that our adopted family can come,
disconnect from whatever trials or tribulations they are
facing, enjoy their time with their family and know that
they are loved and cared for. There was absolutely no
doubt in our minds that we would provide this memory
for a family in the community this year, regardless of
the global pandemic. In fact, we all agreed that the
family who was identified, probably needed it more
than usual.” shared Kelsey Card, Director of Human
Resources.

Thank you to the entire team at Embassy Suites Portland Washington Square!
Your kindness has enabled a family to step away
from their everyday struggles, even if just for a
weekend, to focus on themselves and the good that
their community has to offer.
With a year that required a lot of sacrifice, the hotel
family was determined to find a way to continue
to bring joy to a
deserving family and
looks
forward
to
continuing to do so in
the future.

Bloomin’ Boutique partnered with Embassy Suites to bring
an extra dose of Christmas cheer to a very deserving family.
This family of 3 has been through a series of tough
circumstances over the last few years and have shown
nothing but strength and perseverance through it all.
Embassy Suites gifted them with a generous one night stay
at their Tigard location. They checked in on December 23rd
and upon their arrival they were surrounded with a specially decorated Christmas tree, stockings and gifts. The staff,
as well as the family, were so delighted to share how much
fun everyone had. When asked how the stay went, the
mother described how they were all overjoyed and
discussed how incredibly special they all felt this year.
Her two teenagers, 15 and 18, were surrounded by caring
people, gifts, and all of the amenities that Embassy Suites
had to offer. With this being her son’s last Christmas before
he graduates high school, it was important to make this
year extra special. Embassy Suites went above and beyond
to make this family feel celebrated this year!
We are all so grateful! Thank you again for helping to
provide this opportunity to this family!
- M. / Northwest Family Services
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Our newest assistance program has been launched!

Bloomin’ Boutique is committed to helping underserved children from infancy through high school. In addition
to providing new clothing for those in need, our programs include assistance in the form of diapers and formula
for teen mothers, cap and gown for high school graduates, and swimsuit and sleeping bag so kids can join their
peers in summer camp. Our newest program, Hand Up for Higher Education, is a scholarship program to
enable underprivileged children the opportunity to gain the higher education they need to become contributing
citizens of their communities. For our inaugural launch, eight students will receive scholarships to attend CCC.
THANK YOU Pam Bloom (owner of B&B Leasing) for seeding the pot with a generous $5,000 donation!

BloominBoutique.org

Thank You to Our Amazing Donors

Even during a pandemic and relentless challenging times,
our generous donors continue to support our mission of providing a hand up to children in need
It started with a phone call to a mother of four
asking about the internet connection needed for
distance learning. Three of the four children are
school age and need to be online at the same time.
As the call progressed, the real needs came to light:
the family had just one bed which was shared by the mother and the four children;
the father slept on the couch.
Money was extremely tight. The mother had to stop working in order to help the
children navigate online learning, but recently, to make matters worse, the father was
in the hospital so all income had stopped. Struggling to make ends meet, the mother
was selling tamales to provide what little income she could.
Two high school staffers reached out to Bloomin’ Boutique for help in providing
essential items for each of the children. But the story didn’t end there. Bloomin’ Boutique
made connections to provide mattresses and bedding so that the four children could sleep
in their own beds by Christmas. We are so grateful for Anthony at Sleep Dreams of Oregon
City and the Morgan & Stephanie Carlson family for rising to the occasion.
The mother said, “Han traido alegria a mis hijos”... you have brought joy to my children.
The children make their beds with their
stuffed animals tucked in and read to
them from the books they got at the
Donor:
library. Feliz Navidad!

B&B Leasing

Donor:

Hillsboro Elks Lodge #1862

Muchas Gracias! Your $5,000 grant is much appreciated
and will go a long way towards helping kids in need in
Washington County.

Care –

Donor:

B&B Leasing of Oregon City donated
a $1,000 laptop to Bloomin’ Boutique to
assist us in handling our administrative
tasks. Thank you, Pam Bloom, for
making this possible... and for your
continued, unwaivering support of
local children in need.

Share

Oregon City Christian Church /Women’s Ministry

Despite being unable to hold their annual Christmas Dessert
event from which proceeds are donated to Bloomin’ Boutique,
the Women’s Ministry surprised us with a check for $3,000!
Thank you ladies for caring enough to find a way to continue
your support especially during challenging COVID-19 times.

These incredible ladies also sew pillowcases and toiletry bags for our kids! Thank you!
open by appointment only • 19376 Molalla Ave, Suite 160, Oregon City, OR 97045
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Clothing, Toy & Book Drives!

especially when kids help kids!

8yr old from Canby collects $1500 in toys for
“ Bloomen Booteek”!

McKenley (center) and her friends decided to organize a toy
drive so less fortunate kids would have a merry Christmas.
Already supporters of Bloomin’ Boutique, McKenley joins her
family in advocating for kids in need. Thank you, McKenley!

This is what $2223.22 in toys looks like!
HUGE KUDOS to West Linn resident Lisa and her “daughters”
(lurking behind all the bags of toys!) for making the decision to
share the Christmas spirit with underprivileged kids this year!
You helped many boys and girls have an unforgettable holiday.
Thank you for your generous act of kindness!

Grand Marshall Services Mounted Posse
Since 2014, this group has been donating trees and toys to
clients of the Oregon Department of Human Services. This
year, they partnered with Bloomin’ Boutique to distribute
$1500 of new toys! Thank you for serving our community!

Nuclear Chicken Sax

Not once, but twice, the musicians from Nuclear Chicken Sax
played for the audience while collecting new clothing donations.
This group is made up of graduates from Oregon City High School.
Thank you for taking up the mission of giving back to your community!

Workplace Clothing Drives Bring Needed Items to Our Shelves
Organizations: TAS Contract, United Tile & Momentum Textiles
collected over $350 in coats and books!

Organization

Organization

Organization

Coffman Excavation

Churchill Mortgage

St. Cecilia School

collected over 100 backpacks!

collected 25 pairs of pajamas!

collected 1200 pairs of socks!

Thank you everyone for your unselfish kindness and giving these kids a glimmer of hope!
BloominBoutique.org

Meet Maddie, Volunteer
Maddie Cobb

is a junior at Jesuit High School. She began giving back by
organizing a sock drive at her school when she was just eleven years old.
Her second sock drive organized this quarter brought in 1200 pairs of socks!

“My involvement with this organization all started when I was in seventh
grade. My older sister introduced me to Patti when she was volunteering and
I instantly fell in love with her mission. The love and nourishment she provides
to every child simply astonished me. I knew from that day forward that
Bloomin’ Boutique was the place where I could provide hope to kids in need.

x

Bloomin' Boutique provides a strong foundation for joy in children’s lives.
Knowing I have the possibility of being a part of their happiness is why
I volunteer at this incredible organization.

My aspiration in life is to make people feel happy and loved, making sure they know their true value and worth.”

The numbers are mind-boggling!

ONE CHILD - first request
1 ........................ Coat/Hoodie
1 ........................ Shoes
2 ........................ Pants
5 ........................ Shirts/Tops
5 ........................ Socks
5 ........................ Underwear
1 ........................ Shoes
1 ........................ Backpack/Duffel Bag
1 ........................ Blanket
1 ........................ Pillow
1 ........................ Pajamas
1 ........................ Toiletry Kit
2 ........................ Face Masks
plus hats / gloves • snacks • school supplies
toys / books / games

=
2
47 KIDS
served last quarter!

As if life’s struggles weren’t enough,
COVID-19 and wildfires
added many more children to our roster

247 children
247 .................... Coat/Hoodie
247 .................... Shoes
494 .................... Pants
1235 .................. Shirts/Tops
1235 .................. Socks
1235 .................. Underwear
247 .................... Shoes
247 .................... Backpack/Duffel Bag
247 .................... Blanket
247 .................... Pillow
247 .................... Pajamas
247 .................... Toiletry Kit
494 .................... Face Masks
plus hats / gloves • snacks • school supplies
toys / books / games

MATCHING GIFT PROGRAMS AMPLIFY YOUR EFFORTS!
Are you an employee of PGE, Nike or Home Depot? Your company has
a matching gift program! Find out more so you can double your impact!

Many employers believe in investing in their communities by enabling their
employees to contribute to local charitable organizations. Often, they will
match the donations given by full-time and part-time employees. Ask if your
workplace has a giving program where you can donate to the cause of your
choice... and let others know why you support Bloomin’ Boutique!
Every donation, large or small, makes a difference!
open by appointment only • 19376 Molalla Ave, Suite 160, Oregon City, OR 97045
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Take fresh flowers to someone you love (yourself included) and help a child in need!

FRESH FLOWER
FRIDAY

FUNDRAISING
EVENT!
TURN KEY MORTGAGE
207 8th St/Oregon City

March 19 & 26
April 2 & 9
See you under
the canopy!

all proceeds benefit Bloomin’ Boutique

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL CHILD • BloominBoutique.org

In addition to fulfilling requests for new clothing,

WE PROVIDE
added assistance through special programs

HAND UP for Higher

Bloomin’ Baby
NEWBORN ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

CAP & GOWN

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

Education Scholarship Fund

FOR TEEN MOTHERS

Each of us has a story –
an unforgettable life-changing event
making such an impact that we never forget the
feelings we experienced.
See that girl in the pink pants? That was me the first
time I got to go shopping for something new –
something I got to pick out for myself. In that
moment, I could see beyond all that was going
wrong – the mother I had lost, the father that did
not have the skills to cope with four small
children, the trail of domestic violence, the fear
of foster care services looming at the door. In that moment,
I felt confident to take on the world. In that moment, I was seen,
I was important, I was loved.

Patti Serres

Founder and Executive Director

Polka dots, black patent leather shoes, pink pants...
whose story will you be a part of?

Summer Get Away Package
CAMP ASSISTANCE PROGRAM: Swimsuit - Sleeping Bag - Pillow - Flashlight

What a difference Bloomin’ Boutique has made in the life
of a 10 year old student. Every year, school counselors
experience the struggles and challenges of the families
and students we serve. Every resource we have to help our
students in need is valuable; Bloomin‘ Boutique is one of
those resources that is right in our community and helps
us year round with clothing and bedding, toiletries,
backpacks and more.
Bloomin’ Boutique makes our students feel better in
difficult times and helps their confidence grow when they
are able to wear clothes that makes them feel special.
Our student‘s parents are grateful for the help with
clothing and bedding when it is needed during tough
times. So many of our families in our community need
support not only during these difficult times, but every
year. Thank you Patti Serres for always being professional
and confidential with our community and taking your
time, care and compassion to serve our schools in our
Oregon City community.
I appreciate you, your volunteers and this amazing
non-profit organization that changes the lives of so many
in our small city. You may not see all the magic you give to
others, but I am honored to be part of using Bloomin’
Boutique. - R. / John McLoughlin Elementary School

BloominBoutique.org

Q: Why are NEW clothes so important?
A: We live in a world where clothing can make a
difference in how one feels about themselves and
how they are perceived by others. It’s not all about
what someone wears, but especially for kids, having
pride in their attire builds self-confidence, enabling
them to rise above their challenges.
There are many options for families to obtain used
clothing, but Bloomin’ Boutique stands above the rest
by giving a hand up with new clothing provided
through the generosity of their donors.
Q: Really? 94% of all funds collected
go directly to the children?
A: Yes! Bloomin’ Boutique is all volunteer organization with just 6% going towards overhead expenses.
Our generous donors, sponsors and volunteers,
careful spending and pennywise shoppers make it
possible to operate on a lower budget enabling us to
serve many more deserving children.

GIVING
made
easy!

DONATE NOW

• Donate gift cards or funds to enable us to fulfill
requests and “fill in the gaps” (larger sizes, special needs)
• Shop AmazonSmile and Amazon will donate 0.5%
of eligible purchases; register at smile.amazon.com
• Contribute your Fred Meyer Community
Rewards to #HV581 (Bloomin Boutique);
sign up at fredmeyer.com/community-rewards
• Collect bottles and cans and have your
refund credited to Bloomin’ Boutique;
for BottleDrop blue bags and tags, contact
patti.serres@bloominboutique.org • 503.320.0789
Bloomin’ Boutique does the most amazing work. They supply
clothing, toys, hygiene items, blankets, bedding, jackets and
other quality items to well-deserved individuals. If you want to
do something special this year that will effect many kids in a
positive way, look no further. Patti knows how to operate and
make every donation count. - S. / Northwest Family Services

Q: Why are so many “programs” offered?
A: Bloomin’ Boutique is committed to being the stable
force in a child’s journey from infant through high
school. So many children are living just on the edge...
and need a nudge -- a hand up -- to reach the next
rung on the ladder of opportunity. Bloomin’ Boutique
offers assistance in the form of diapers and formula for
teen mothers, cap and gown for high school graduates,
and swimsuit and sleeping bag so kids can join their
peers in summer camp. Our newest program, Hand Up
for Higher Education, is a scholarship program to
enable underprivileged children the opportunity to
gain the higher education they need to become
successful, contributing citizens of their communities.
Q: I don’t have much time, so how can I help?
A: ANYONE can help by turning their normal shopping
trips into giving trips. Do you shop online or at your
local Fred Meyer? Then, once registered, you can give
automatically by using AmazonSmile to make
purchases online or by contributing your Fred Meyer
Community Awards every time you shop. Each of these
organizations gives a percentage of their sales to
registered charities... and it doesn’t cost you anything.
Another easy way to help is to have your Bottle Drop
refund credited to Bloomin’ Boutique by using Bloomin’ Boutique’s blue bags and tags. It may not sound
like much, but every little bit helps provide socks,
underwear, jeans or even a coat for a child in need.

CURRENT NEEDS include
NEW shoes! sizes 1Y - 6Y for boys / girls
and, to replenish our inventory,
GIFT CARDS of any amount to Walmart
Ready to donate? Please reach out to

Patti.Serres@BloominBoutique.org

to make arrangements for contactless pick-up
and drop off of donations.
Our personal shoppers will wisely use your cash donation
to obtain the specific items a child needs.
Our website can accept cash donations via credit card.

BloominBoutique.org

Thank you for making a difference!
BloominBoutique.org

Kids helping kids...

I hope you enjoy reading our newsletter. It is packed with stories about our generous donors, sponsors and volunteers
for whom I am eternally grateful. Without their desire to help in a myriad of ways, Bloomin’ Boutique could not extend
its loving arms to so many deserving children.
The message below was received by a father who’s son made the decision to share his fortune with those less fortunate,
showing that even the youngest can understand the importance of giving back to their communities...

“My 8 year old son Blake earns an allowance every week of three dollars for helping feed the dog,
clean up the dishes and taking out the garbage. He divides the money into three categories:
spend, save and share. This year for his share, he decided to purchase $50.00 worth of assorted
toys and donate them to Bloomin’ Boutique. We explained to him that your organization helps
kids in our community. He loved the idea of helping other kids in and around our home, Oregon
City. Thank you for all the great work you are doing in our community.” - FW

Thank You, Blake!

